
 

 

The media frenzy surrounding 

ñGlaciergateò and the projec-

tions of forest loss resemble  

the leaking of emails from the 
University of East Anglia's  

climate change unit last year.  

 

While there is no question  

that the these incidents raise 

important questions about  

the professional conduct and 

impartiality of the scientists 

involved, none of them show 

that climate change data has 

been falsified or that the  
fundamentals of climate change  

science are in question. 
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By Charles Ehrhart  

PECCN Climate 

Change Coordinator 

 
The science of  

climate change has 

been aggressively 

criticised in recent 

months. Stories  

sensationalized as 

ñClimategateò and, 

even more recently, 

ñGlaciergateò have 

dominated the news. 

But what does it all 
mean? Is climate change for 

real? When you cut through 

all the spin, the simple answer 

is, yes.  

 

In its 2007 assessment report, 

the Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change (IPCC) 

says that "glaciers in the  

Himalaya are receding faster 

than in any other part of the 

world and, if the present rate 
continues, the likelihood of 

them disappearing by the year 

2035 and perhaps sooner is 

very high..."  But most  

experts say this isnôt true ï 

while nearly all Himalayan 

glaciers are in retreat, it could 

take 300 years for them to 
melt completely. This error  

by the IPCC is just one para-

graph in a roughly 3,000-page 

report that has been scoured 

for errors during the two years 

since its release.   

 

Recently, another poorly  

substantiated claim has  

surfaced around the IPCCôs 

warning that ñup to 40 percent 
of the Amazonian forests 

could react drastically to even 

a slight reduction in precipita-

tion.ò This data, taken from a 

report by WWF, fueled  

further allegations that the 

IPCC is actively seeking 

alarmist figures. 

 

Climate change science: evidence vs. spin  
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 Stay engaged: climate change events and opportunities  
CARE is a co-sponsor of the  

4th International Conference 

On Community Based  

Adaptation (CBA) to  

Climate Change 
 

Feb. 21-27 in Nairobi, Kenya 

 

http://community. 

eldis.org/.59c64f64 

Generating interest with media and policymakers around events and  

international days can further CAREôs work in helping people better understand 

climate change; and help fund adaptation efforts at local, national and interna-

tional levels. Start planning your strategy now around these coming days: 

¶ March 8 - International Womenôs Day -  www.internationalwomensday.com 
  

¶ April 22 - Earth Day  - www.earthday.net 
  

¶ May 31-June 11 - Bonn Climate Change Talks. These talks are a precursor  

to the COP15 UNFCC conference to be held in Mexico in late 2010.    

    www.cop16.mx/3w/ 
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featured in training workshops on adaptation in  Canada, 

Ghana, Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia and Nepal in 2009. 

The trainings built the capacity of CARE and partner 

staff to analyze vulnerability and to develop adaptation 
projects. It is currently available in English and   

Spanish, and soon in French.  

  

Building on the CVCA, the adaptation team is currently 

developing two new toolkits focused on  integrating 

adaptation into projects in climate-sensitive sectors,  

and on designing and implementing community-based 

adaptation projects. The Toolkits will be released in the 

coming months.  

  

CARE is currently implementing adaptation projects in 
Nicaragua and Ghana, and activities are being launched 

in Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru through the ñAdapting to 

the Impacts of Rapid Glacier Retreat in the Andesô  

project. Stay tuned for updates on all of  our adaptation 

initiatives, especially as they relate to taking a people-

centred, gender-sensitive approach to adaptation. 

  

For more information, go to 

www.careclimatechange.org ï Our Work - Adaptation.   

In the last year, the adaptation team has been engaged in building a solid 

knowledge base on how to analyse climate change vulnerability and to 

implement community-based adaptation projects based on a wealth of 

practical experience in the countries where we work.  
  

This learning will soon be enhanced through the Africa Adaptation Learn-

ing Programme (ALP), which has received more than US$13 million in 

funding from DfID, DANIDA and FINIDA to support Community-Based 

Adaptation in Ghana,  Niger, Kenya and Mozambique.  

 

The Climate  

Vulnerability and 

Capacity Analysis 

(CVCA) Hand-

book has received 
high praise from 

CARE staff as 

well as our peer 

organizations as a 

practical tool for 

understanding 

climate change 

vulnerability.  

The CVCA was 
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The Advocacy theme team has been instru-

mental within CARE in trying to influence 

international communityôs approach to  

climate change so that it routinely takes into 
account challenges to and opportunities for 

poverty reduction (see COP-15 activities 

and outcome on page 4). It is doing so 

through targeted advocacy on CAREôs  

climate change positions, capacity building 

and awareness raising. 
  

In advocating for CAREôs positions on  

adaptation and Reduced Emissions from 

Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) in 

the UNFCCC process during the last year, 

the team created targeted policy positions, 

and talking points for effectively engaging 

with the media. As well, more than 100 

meetings were organized with delegates in 

Austria, Australia, Canada, EU, Norway, 

Denmark, Germany, UK, USA, 

Switzerland, Tanzania, Nepal, Namibia, 

Uganda and with Networks reaching 
delegates in Least Developed Countries.  
  

Building Networks has been key to building 

broader influence. CAREôs 20 Advocacy 

team members engaged in their national 

NGO networks, as well as the global  

Climate Action Network International,  

Inter Agency Standing Committee Climate 

Change Task Force and Global Campaign 

for Climate Action. CARE is in the process 

of membership in the Global Gender  
Climate Alliance. 
  

The team built capacity of CARE partners 

by hosting the Accra Caucus strategy meet-

ing and through its Southern Voices project, 

which aimed to build advocacy and lobby 

skills, expand delegate and civil society  
networks, and increase knowledge on 

REDD and vulnerable communities. 

Internally CARE focused on building staff 

capacity to engage in the UNFCCC process 

to the benefit of poor and vulnerable 

communities, especially women. 
 

To effectively promote community-based 
adaptation and pro-poor carbon finance, the 

team engaged with the media relations and 

hosted events to reach its stakeholders  

important to CAREôs work. At COP15 

alone, team members were part of events on 

REDD, REDD+ standards, pro-poor govern-

ance of global adaptation funds, migration 

and gendered development cooperation.  
 

CARE also profiled its core values, work 

and brand through a variety of activities 

including a press conference in 

June to launch the Migration report 

ôin Search of Shelterô in June, with 

700 resulting media hits. It also 
raised its profile through targeted 

events and media at COP15 (see 

page 4).  

 

For more information and to 

download policy briefs and other 

materials, go to 

www.careclimatechange.org -  

Our Work - Policy Engagement.  

CARE theme team: adaptation  

CARE theme team: advocacy  

http://www.careclimatechange.org
http://www.careclimatechange.org


CARE offices around the world are proactively taking responsibility for their 

greenhouse gas emissions through establishing Green Teams, conducting  

emissions assessments, implementing reduction initiatives, offsetting, and  

conducting on-going assessments and adjustments to their óclimate smartô plans.  
 

Active CARE Offices include the International Secretariat, and CARE offices in 

Austria, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany the Netherlands, 

USA and Vietnam.  

 

Within PECCN, we have developed guidelines for organizational change, and 

will be promoting óbest practicesô from around the world for replication through-

out CARE. For example, CARE  Vietnam has created a wealth of materials that 

can be shared,  replicated and used internally (see CARE Vietnam story page 4).  

 

Keep informed with the latest information at www.careclimatechange.org  ï Our 
Work - Organisational Change. 
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CARE theme team: carbon finance  
Last year saw major developments in 

CAREôs global position on pro-poor 

carbon finance, which includes energy, 

improved land use and Reduced  
Emissions from Deforestation and  

Forest Degradation (REDD) initiatives.  

  

CI Members and Country Offices  

were instrumental in drafting standards 

for pro-poor projects and programmes 

that are wholly or partially funded by 

carbon finance, with CARE taking a 

lead role in developing social and  

environmental quality standards for 

national/sub-national REDD other  
forest carbon programs in partnership 

with the Climate, Community and  

Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA) 

(www.climate-standards.org). The  

public can comment on these standards 

through  March 15.  

  

In the area of energy initiatives,  

CARE endorses the Gold Standard 

(www.cdmgoldstandard.org) and is 

active with the Gold Standard Founda-

tion and the African Progress Panel 

(www.africaprogresspanel.org). 

The PECCN carbon finance team has 

been supporting Country Offices to 
develop REDD projects in Indonesia, 

Tanzania (the island of Zanzibar),  

Nepal and Uganda, with funding for 

Indonesia and Tanzania nearly secured. 

We are also in the advanced stages of 

planning improved land-use/agro for-

estry/forestry projects in Guatemala, 

Kenya and Brazil that will be largely  

 

financed through sale of carbon  

credits on the voluntary market.  

Pre-feasibility assessments have been 

conducted in each country and formal 

Project Design Documents (PDDs) 

are currently being finalized.  

We are also exploring the potential 

for carbon finance to support agro 

forestry and conservation agriculture 
practices that enhance soil fertility. 

While there are major concerns over 

the viability of this approach given 

the costs of monitoring soil carbon,  

there is great potential for carbon  

finance to help restore the productivity 

of degraded agricultural lands if  

monitoring costs can be substantially 

reduced. At the same time, this  

approach can also support climate 

change adaptation  
 

In UNFCC negotiations, the team is 

continuing to work tirelessly to ensure 

that the global climate agreement  

includes pro-poor, gender-equitable  

approaches to REDD. CAREôs position 

is that any agreement on REDD must 

include a commitment to the full and 

effective participation of civil society 

and the free, prior and informed  

consent of Indigenous Peoples and  

local communities. 
 

In the area of sustainable energy, 

PECCN provided extensive support to 

feasibility studies and project design in 

Ghana, Uganda, Liberia and Tanzania, 

and is supporting implementation of a  

project in Sierra Leone. CARE in Liberia is 

working on a concept for a renewable energy 

village that looks at all aspects of household 

energy. The energy projects designed for 

Ghana, Uganda and Tanzania focus on  
improving sustainable livelihoods ï especially 

for women, young girls and children ï by  

increasing the use of improved cook stoves. 

This will reduce indoor air pollution that  

especially affects women, and the infants they 

often carry on their backs.  

 

Furthermore, a more energy efficient stove  

reduces the cash or time spend on collecting 

fuel wood,  which frees time for women to 

spend on other productive activities or  

education. As well, in many post-conflict areas, 
there is a big risk for women living in refugee 

camps to be raped when collecting firewood. 

The stoves would reduce this threat. 

  

Read more at www.careclimatechange.org  - 

Our Work - Carbon Finance. 
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