The Human Face of Climate Change
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- | have contributed the least to It,
yet | am paying the highest price
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- Our crops are failing

Most of the world’s poorest people are farmers. Higher
temperatures and changing rainfall patterns, as well as worsening
floods and droughts, are killing their crops. Rainfall In some
Sub-Saharan countries has declined by 25 percent Iin the last 30
years, and the number of food emergencies has tripled since the
mid-1980s. In some of the poorest African countries, climate
change may reduce harvests by as much as 50% by 2020.
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- We must walk even further for water

Water is life. Peasant farmers depend onrain-fed agriculture and
water holes for themselves and their livestock. The number of
Africans living with water scarcity Is projected to double from
300 million 1n 1990 to 600 million by 2025. Climate change
will be responsible for up to 250 million of this total.
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- | only get one meal a day

Climate change threatens to ravage both national and household
economies around the world. It could knock as much as 20
percent off the global GDP, with average consumption levels
dropping an equal amount. While this would hurt everyone,
It would hurt poor people the most. Climate change could make
It iImpossible for hundreds of millions of parents to meet their
children’s basic nutritional needs.
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- Our health will decline

Climate change Is Increasing the natural range and virulence of
Insect-transmitted diseases like malaria. It 1s also triggering
diseases assoclated with droughts and floods, such as typhoid
and cholera. This threatens to overwhelm existing health care
factlities. Worsening hurricanes and cyclones are also damaging
health care facilities In many poor countries that cannot afford
to rebuild them.
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- We ed from a con Ict

Climate change 1Is triggering small-scale conflicts In Africa,
Asia and Latin America — mostly as a result of greater water
scarcity. Climate change is apparently playing an importantrole
In larger conflicts as well, Iincluding the humanitarian disaster
In Darfur that has caused approximately 200,000 deaths and
led 2.5 million people to flee their homes.







