‘A stitch in time saves nine’

Climate change will make poverty permanent
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The people in Nepal are suffering most from climate change though their contribution to greenhouse gas emissions is almost zero. Nepal\s annual temperature is alarmingly increasing by 0.06 degree centigrade per annum. Consequently, the affects of climate change in the high mountains of Nepal are now very evident. Water stress, food insecurity, the outbreak of viral diseases like diarrhea, disasters like floods, landslides and forest fires are more frequent in Nepal now than in the past. 
This year in Nepal, our farmers could not cultivate the paddy crop as usual due to prolonged drought followed by heavy rainfall for a short period during the off-season of paddy cultivation. In addition, more than 400 people died due to an outbreak of diarrhea in the remote hill districts of the far and mid-western region of Nepal. Heavy losses of property and people’s lives took place due to flash floods in the lowland of the same region in the same year. If such events continue, climate change will make poverty permanent in Nepal.  
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In this regard, CARE Nepal has recognized climate change as an important priority, and is now working towards vulnerability reduction in climate sensitive regions of Nepal. Unfortunately, delays in international negotiations and the lack of a National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) in Nepal are hampering the initiations taken by government and non-government organizations like CARE Nepal. These organizations are trying to fulfill basic needs of poor, vulnerable and socially excluded peoples, meet their aspirations and help build their resilient to stress and shocks related to climate change. Yet, in such a situation with minimal global support, these poverty reduction efforts in Nepal will ultimately create little lasting change. 
Moreover, it is very unfortunate to hear that most developed nations are not seriously listening to the requests of the least developing countries. The leaders of the industrial states seem to have almost forgotten their commitments during the Kyoto Protocol. Since least developed countries are paying for the industrial success of the developed and rich countries with their vulnerability to drought, floods, rising coastlines, infectious diseases and food scarcity, they are entitled to claim compensation from the developed countries. 
The developed countries must fulfill their commitments and they must support people from countries like Nepal to build up their capacity and resilience to cope with and adapt to the affects of climate change. After all, whether we are from developed or least developed countries, we are all travelling in the same boat. Negligence to fulfill their commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emission in the name of economic growth will definitely bring a most precarious situation in this world. 
Therefore, my humble request to the leaders of developed nations is to strictly follow the famous proverb  “A stitch in time saves nine” and change their current lavish and luxurious lifestyles and consumption patterns to save this beautiful Earth. If not for us, at least for our future generations.    
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CARE is a leading aid organisation with more than 60 years’ experience fighting global poverty and delivering emergency assistance. In nearly 70 countries, CARE works with the poorest communities to improve basic health and education, enhance rural livelihoods and food security, increase access to clean water and sanitation, and expand economic opportunity. Our long-term development assistance and emergency relief initiatives are currently benefiting about 55 million people around the world. In response to the growing crisis, CARE is helping the most world’s most vulnerable communities adapt to the impacts of climate change.
