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A girl participates in mangrove planting.

 


To the Leaders of the World: My name is Mbarouk Mossa Omar and I am from an island off the Tanzanian coast called Pemba. In my lifetime I have seen the loss of valuable mangrove and forest ecosystems, witnessed severe coastal erosion, suffered from economic instability and watched as disease and sickness spread throughout my island. And not only this... Every day I can see how climate change alters Pemba.

On my island comprised of fishing communities, I have observed many men and woman who had to abandon their historic profession as our bountiful ocean harbours less and less marine life. They had to sacrifice a tradition older than memory in order to seek out a new way of life tainted with uncertainty. Two years ago, Pembans stood in awe and shock as more than four hundred dolphins died without apparent cause in the waters around our island.

Increased pests and unknown forces have taken a significant amount of our mangroves. Due to the disappearance of this precious ecosystem, the Island of Kisiwapanza lost a significant amount of its coastal vegetation, and I watched as the receding shoreline began to claim their burial grounds. The beach is now twice as wide as it was when I was a child, and it is scattered with skeletal remains; a harrowing reminder of the world’s shifting climate.
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A man cuts at the mangroves, which may cause more destruction to the forests.

 


Our four seasons, Masika, Kipupwe, Mchoo, and Kaskazi, once delivered nine months of rain per year. In the past during Masika, it rained on Zanzibar and Pemba for 7-8 days without disruption, day and night. Now we know no relief. The fierce sun is only sporadically tempered by intermittent rain. Our crops and traditional methods of cultivation disappoint our farmers, forcing us to purchase costly produce imported from the mainland. Areas previously renounced for fertility and the production of banana, cassava, millet, rice, fruits and vegetables are hit by severe drought., And, in recent years, they have experienced crop diseases such as black siga toka and leaf spot on bananas; fruit flies and white flies on mangos; cassava mosaic virus and meal bug on 
cassavas; rice mosaic and brown stripe virus on rice; plus groundnuts virus mosaic and sweet potato weevils. These diseases have spread widely. 

Our rivers have dried, or ponds are forgotten and our wells stand waterless, threatening water security like never before. Vast old forests once covered Pemba from north to south. Now only a small forest reserve in the north holds a few relics from our ancient forests. Gone with the forests of our grandfathers are the birds and animals that lived in them, traditional medicines that healed our diseases, and the cool climate we felt beneath a canopy’s shade. Our tired soils grow dry without roots; our waters run quickly to the oceans.
As a result, the Leaders of the World, I beseech you.
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 A man is active in an income-generating activity. 



Unite the world against climate change by developing a system capable of adapting to the cultural, environmental and economic differences of our globe’s regions, recognizing that each solution must be tailored for the people and place it addresses. Unite global North and South people, educate the world, halt degrading practices and stop favouring the big businesses that deploy them. Instead, compensate those that are most adversely affected by climate change. Provide viable mechanisms to strengthen grassroots organizations that will in turn support our world’s communities. Build our united effort from the ground up; educate the farmers that fail in the fields, the fishers that find no fish, the women by the well that wait for water and the children who will live in this changing future. 

We are doing everything that we can. And of you, I simply ask the same.

Mbarouk Mussa Omar

----------- 

CARE is a leading aid organisation with more than 60 years’ experience fighting global poverty and delivering emergency assistance. In nearly 70 countries, CARE works with the poorest communities to improve basic health and education, enhance rural livelihoods and food security, increase access to clean water and sanitation, and expand economic opportunity. Our long-term development assistance and emergency relief initiatives are currently benefiting about 55 million people around the world. In response to the growing crisis, CARE is helping the most world’s most vulnerable communities adapt to the impacts of climate change.
